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The BCWA has as its central purpose to encourage ecologically responsible stewardship  
of Buffalo Creek, its tributaries, and the environment within its watershed. 

1

Current News 
Fall 2014 

2

 
BCWA Remediation Site – 

Fall Maintenance 
  Monday, September 15 found a few of 
us enjoying a beautiful fall afternoon at 
the remediation site. It is great to see 
how the grasses and trees are growing 
well on the site. In areas where the 
grasses have been very slow to grow, the 
partridge pea is finally establishing. The 
partridge pea is a late summer blooming 
plant that adds nice color to the 
landscape. This plant will also fix 
nitrogen in the soil eventually aiding the 
establishment of other native plant in the 
future. This is especially here important 
because of the high acidity and low 
amount of nutrients in the soil. Also 
noted was the presence of goldenrod, 
which had not been observed on the site 
previously.  
  Native plants continue to move into the 
site, while we still have problems with 
invasive plants (noxious weeds), mainly 
the Canada thistle and bull thistle. We 
sprayed all those we found with 
RoundUp. We are, however, considering 
other kinds of treatment next spring and 
the fall with the goal of eliminating them 
from the site as safely as possible. 
 

 
Mizuki Takahashi Spraying Invasive 

Thistles at Remediation site. 
 

 

Remediation Site Gate  
Repainted by Tom Duck 

The entrance gate to our remediation site 
was showing peeling paint and rust.  
This summer Thom Fantasky got the 
specifications from the Bureau of 
Forestry and purchased the necessary 
black and yellow paint.  Tom Duck 
followed up with some very professional 
painting.  The gate never looked better. 
Our thanks to Thom and Tom! 
 

Newly Painted Gate 
 

Susquehanna River Symposium 
The Bucknell Environmental Center will 
host its 9th Annual River Symposium 
Friday & Saturday, November 21 & 22. 
This year’s theme is Science and the 
River: Ongoing projects and research in 
the Susquehanna watershed. See: 
http://www.eg.bucknell.edu/sri/river_sy
mposiums/2014/index.html. 
 

Environmental Note 
  The Chesapeake Bay Foundation says 
that the implementation of the 
Chesapeake Clean Water Blueprint will 
increase the economic value of the 
region by $22 billion per year!  (cbf.org) 
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The BCWA has as its central purpose to encourage ecologically responsible stewardship  
of  Buffalo Creek, its tributaries, and the environment within its watershed. 

Over 110 Attend Stream Field Days 
on Turtle Creek 

  During the first week in August over 
110 people came to a three farms off 
Turtle Creek near Old Schoolhouse 
Road to see improvements being made 
in the stream.  Those attending were able 
to watch  construction teams creating 
structures to reduce the energy of the 
flowing water, to build the habitat 
structures and control erosion.  
  The field days provided everyone 
attending with the opportunity to see the 
difference in the bug community on an 
actively grazed farm, one with 5 years of 
streambank fencing, and one with more 
than 20 years of livestock protection. 
   Even though the project was out of 
“their” watershed, the Buffalo Creek 
Watershed Alliance helped to advertise 
the field days, staffed their display, and 
provided refreshments for the tour 
attendees.   

 
Attendees Learn about Improvements to 

the Turtle Creek Streambed. 

  This highly successful event was 
organized by the Union County 
Conservation District in cooperation 
with the NorthCentral Pennsylvania 
Conservancy, Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection, and the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

             
Buffalo Creek Monitoring Update 

 
  There are 12 locations along Buffalo Creek and its tributaries that are sampled four 
times a year by a small group of loyal volunteers.  We take four measurements on site 
and gather a one-liter water sample for further analysis in the laboratory. We have 
gathered a significant amount of information on the health of the creek. We go from the 
headwaters in the mountains north of Laurelton, through Mifflinburg and on to the mouth 
of the creek at St Anthony Street in Lewisburg. 
  At these sites Temperature, pH, Oxygen and alkalinity are recorded .  The one liter 
samples are delivered to Matt McTammany’s laboratory, where analysis includes the 
following: total suspended solids; nutrients: ammonium, phosphorus; cations; sodium, 
potassium, magnesium, calcium; anions chloride, nitrate, sulfate. These results were 
summarized by Matt (May 2013) and can be found on the BCWA web site. 
 

Continued on Page 3 
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of  Buffalo Creek, its tributaries, and the environment within its watershed. 

 
 
 
 

Buffalo Creek Monitoring Sites 
 

Site #  Location     Volunteers 
1  Upstream of the Remediation site  Thom Fantaskey 
        David Staebler 
 
2  Downstream of Remediation Site  Fantaskey / Staebler 
 
3A  Frederick Trail    Fantaskey /Staebler 
 
3B  Aikey Road (North of Hartleton)  David Pearson 
        Bill Simpson 
 
4  Hoover Road (Covered Bridge)  Sue Mitchell 
 
5  Coal Creek     Pearson /Simpson 
 
6  Forest Hill Road    Pearson /Simpson 
 
7  Johnson Mill Road    Steve Quarels 
        Bob  Lamparter 
 
8  Strawbridge Road    Tom Duck 
 
9  St Anthony Street    Brandi Spotts 
 
10A  Upstream of Elk Farm (   Chuck Lebo 
 
10B  Downstream of Elk farm (Grove Road) Chuck Lebo 
 
 
 
 


